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middle-class family that the clothes should be worth about
three hundred rupees, the silver ornaments about twenty-five,
and the gold about five hundred. (These presents are really
the settlements made by the groom on his bride and become
her absolute property.)
But, as on this day the girl is to represent an ascetic and
can wear none of these beautiful things, the bridegroom's
friends also bring a gold ring and a special sari of white
muslin with a red border for the bride to wear during the
ceremony. In order to represent Parvati as completely as
possible, she will *wear no camisolel and no skirt, but only
this narrow toga-like garment of white muslin, about six
to eight yards in length, which is wound round her in graceful
folds.
The bride now bathes with hot water and washes her hair
with Kakkola berries (Myrtus Pimenta\ and (if she can be
quite sure that there is no animal fat in it) she may also use
scented soaps. Her hair is left loose, as it ill becomes an
ascetic to adorn herself with braiding of the hair.
The water in which the bride has bathed is made the occa-
sion for some mild horse-play. It is poured into pots, and,
together with the rest of the berries and the soap (if any), is
taken in procession to the bridegroom's lodgings. The women
who carry it go singing all the way, and they must be accom-
panied either by the bride's father and mother or by the bride's
elder brother and his wife. Besides the bath, they also take
a piece of silver thread exactly the size of the Brahmaoical
sacred thread, and (in allusion to his impersonation of the
divine ascetic) sandals either of wood or metal^and most
important of all, the loin-cloth of white muslin with a red
border that the bridegroom will wear during the ceremony.
The bride's women friends have great fun in trying to pour
the water from her bath over the bridegroom's head. He
struggles, resists, and dodges, and, after a good deal of
1 On the second day she may or may not wear camisole an<J skirt, but
she will wear the ring.